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elements so familiarly and predominantly present in most catechisms, 
this primer is deficient in explicit applications of truth to the moral 
life. For example : " 63. What is it to follow Jesus in serving our 
fellow-men ? To follow Jesus in serving our fellow-men means that, in 
a love born of God's love to us, we are to give our lives for the salva- 
tion of the world." The answer is less clear than the question. Again : 
" 64. What are the followers of Jesus to the world ? The followers of 
Jesus are the channel through which the light and power of the gospel 
come into saving contact with the world." This is all true, in a sense, 
but it is not clear and specific. (4) The references are inadequate and 
sometimes not pertinent. They seem to have been selected hastily and 
by an uncritical hand. Under question 8, "What did it mean to be 
called 'the beloved Son'?" one reference is to Psalm 2:7! ! We 
marked nearly a score of questions under which the references are 
inadequate or irrelevant. In some instances the answers to the ques- 
tions are also inadequate. The part of the book dealing with the 
"messianic" aspect of Jesus is especially unsatisfactory. The state- 
ment, under question 10, that "the Son of man" is "a title which 
on his lips was equal to Messiah," is open to serious doubt, in view of 
the fact that Jesus spoke Aramaic. Under question 58 the references 
are misplaced ; the second line should be first. 

Despite all necessary abatements, the book is more than a good 
attempt ; it is so good that we desire to see it made better. As it is, 
it is an improvement, in form and quality, on most, if not all, of the 
handbooks that thus far have appeared. It is a strong move in the 
direction of " the simplicity that is in Christ." 

Philip Stafford Moxom. 
Springfield, Mass. 

Christ and Life. By Robert E. Speer. Chicago : Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 1902. Pp. 230. $1. 

After an introductory chapter on the lordship of Christ, Mr. Speer 
descends at once to particulars. He exalts the functions of the will in 
personal religious experience, and gives a wholesome warning against 
too much dependence on feeling. In the chapter on prayer he seems 
to plead for long seasons of lonely devotion, and comes perilously 
near advocating excessive familiarity with God in an illustration of the 
" quaint Italian " who spoke to God as " my papa in heaven." He 
quotes Ruskin pertinently urging that the best hour of the day be 
given to the Bible. He will not, we think, get the approval of the 
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mass of earnest Christians when he advocates "reading the Bible 
through in course, frequently," even though it may be done " in a year 
with two chapters on weekdays and eleven on Sunday." The counsel, 
" Study the questions which Bible scholars deal with," is good. The 
author sets forth in another chapter the decisive way in which Jesus 
reversed human judgments on cause and effect, on the dignity of 
labor, and on the worth of life. One may not doubt that " a principle 
is a principle always and in all things," but such a statement pressed to 
its logical extremity in "Always and in All Things" may justify the 
crank and fanatic. The chapter on " Publicity of the Secret Life " is 
wholly admirable. Sooner or later the heart of a man will express 
itself consciously or unconsciously. One cannot keep too clear of the 
need of concealment. When concealment is felt to be necessary " the 
bloom of life is gone." Under the theme "A Christian's Friends " he 
wisely pleads for friends among the lowly, friendship among books, 
and with certain great truths on which one may reflect, as the love of 
Christ, the lesson of the cross. The chapter "The Nobility of Wrath" 
against scandalous evil-doers is refreshing. It is an echo of the 
" strenuous life " now having a renascence in the church and out of it. 
It suggests the athletic field and healthy life. Mr. Speer quotes 
Huxley, in the chapter on " Every Man His Work," as saying : " Of all 
the people I have met, Chinese Gordon and Darwin are the two in 
whom I have found something bigger than ordinary humanity — a 
sublime unselfishness." And in "Duties and Interest" he protests 
against the habit of giving special rewards to men for doing their 
duty: "What a man ought to do he ought to do." Other chapters 
increase the size of the book, but they do not seem to add propor- 
tionately to its value. The book is weakened by ending too many 
chapters with verse, and by an excess of lengthy quotations. These 
assure us that the writer's reading has been wide and discriminating, 
but they obstruct the flow of the discourse. 

Wm. P. McKee. 
The Frances Shimer Academy, 
Mt. Carroll, 111. 



